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Find an elegant Emblem of human Life ex- 

prefs'd with great Simplicity in a fhort Epi- 

gram of Mr. Waller’s ; and, if I miftake not, 
it is a Thought borrow’d from the Italian. 


Circles ave praisd, not that abound 
In Largenefs, but th exabtly round 5 
So Life we pratfe that does excel, 

Not in mich Time, but aéting well, 


If we were to make an Eftimate of the Value of 
Life, by the Defire of the greareft Part of its Pof- 
{eflors, this Character ought to be revers’d. ‘To 
live long is almoft every one’s Wifh, but to live 
well 1s the Ambition of a few 3 and yet it 1s ob- 
fervable, that'the moit valuable and only perfect 
Lite the World has ever feen, exceeded not the 
Term of four and thirty Years. In that Space 
were accomplifh’d much more important Ends, 
than the founding all the Empires in the Univerfe, 
or inventing all the Arts and Sciences which have 
been beneficial or ornamental to Mankind. 


The ordinary Stage of Man’s Life is fix’d in 
Roly Writ to Threefcore and Ten Years, above 
double the Space of Duration I have juft men- 
tion’d. If this Meafure of Time were to be fill’d 
up with the Exercife of Vertue, how many ufeful 
and fhining Actions might be crowded into it ? 
If it were to be laid out only in Occupations of 
in indifferent Nature, the frequent Repetition of 
the fame Enjoyments and Amufements muft at 
length flatten and crow infipid. But how large 
a Portion of Exiftence is this, if we confider it, 
as it ufually 1s, extravagantly waited in Purfuits 
of Vice and Folly 2 








~ 


(Price Three Half pe 


The Philofophers.and Poets among the Ancients 
are full of Moral and Satyrical Refletions upon 
the Vanity of wifhing for Length of Life 5 from 
which Vanity, if they had fearch’d their own 
Hearts, they themfelves perhaps, while they were 
writing againft it, were not free, ‘Juveral declaims 
againit it in his Tenth Satyr, and reckons up all 
the Infirmities and Miferies to which Old Age is 
liable. Even Luecretinws, who profefs’d to believe 
no Life after this, has yet in the moft beautiful 
and pathetick Manner reprov’d this common 
Weaknefs, and infinuates that there is a certain 
Meafure of Being with which Men ought to be 
contented. Suppofe, fays he, you heard the 
Voice of Nature calling out to you, and upbraid- 
ing you after this Manner: “ To what End, thou 
‘«< foolifh Wretch, doft thou complain? Why doft 

thou torment thy felf; and weep to think thou 
muft die ? For if Life has been grateful to thee, 
and all the Benefits of it have not been loft 
‘ ypon thee, like Water pour’d into a broken 
“ Veffel, why doft thou not arife, and withdraw 
«© fatisfy'd, like a Guett from a full Meal 2 But if 
« thou haft lavifh’d away the Fruits that have 
“ been fet before thee, why doft thou ask for 
“ more to waite them too in the fame profufe 
«© Manner? He purfues this Reproof, by bidding 
the Complainer remember, that even the good 
Aancus is dead, who, fays he; was every way thy 
Supcrior, as well as many other mighty Kings 
and wife Lawgivers. And wherefore then doft 
thou, aworthlefs Creature, repine at fubmitting 
to the fame common Deftiny 2 
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Thus this elegant Poet, but weak Philofopher, 
arcues again{t the inextinsuifhable Defire which 
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ore | r . sortie Rac Mw welbanse 
t* implanted in whian of continuins his sxeiltence, 


: vino w that his Argum ents wou'd be uit, upon the 
ppal. al ot a {1 uture St ate, but | Cal not ioe how 
shee have any Force w ithout ut. For if Life has 
been grateful to me, how natural is it to defire 
that it fhou’d be prolon@’d? The Error of wi fhing 
for long Life | take to “be rather founded in the 
fhortning of our View, and terminating it in 
De i inftead of extending it beyond the Grave; 
or elfe in the Apprehenfion of fomethin ng wi orfe to 
fucceed it. But the Man, who carries his P roipect 
into a future State of Happinefs, confiders himfelf 
asa Traveller upon the Raid. and 1s not anxioufly 
follicitous about the Lens sth or Shortnefs of his 
Journey. — younzer Vi ny corrects himfelf 
when he is bewatling the Death of an emment 
Roman, who had liv din great Eitecm for his Ver- 
tues ated had born many pubiick Offices with Ho- 
nour, and fay: 
the Death of fo worthy a Perfon, which mdeed has not 
jo propery iervnunatid his Lift, as put an Exd to his 
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5 I ki OW 270 Wactie iL ought io call that 


I never faw the Scene in Dow Sebaflian, where the 
Portugucfe Captives draw Lots out of an Urn for 
their Liv es, without a es Re Hection on the 
diferent Behaviour of Boor and sat Men in this 
Particular. Dorax a Porturuefe Renegade ftands by 
obferving the he and as Antcn'o, a one trivolous 
Courtier has drawn his L, ot, Borate th LYS, 


t 
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He looks uneafy at his furure Fourney, 
a fnd wifhe § his | ; OOtS off aga’ Wy, for | car 


OF a bad R odd, anda 10; fe lun at Noght. 


When Dow Sebaftian and his Friends z approach the 
Urn, the fame Perfon makes the following 


mark, 


O thefe come up with Spirits more refolwd | 
Old venerable Alvarez, avell I hnow him. 
Sve, he has drawn a Black, and -_ es upon it, 

As who jp urd fay my Faith and Soul ave white, 
TLoe my Lot fwarth 1: Now if seve be Hereafter, 
Hes happy.------- 


It mutt be confider'd, that this is fpoke by one 
who had renounc’d his Religton, and that there- 
fore a Remark of this Nature from fuch a Perfon 
is by fo much the ‘tronger. 


It is only by Principles of Religion that Men are 
enabled to put that moderate Valuc > upon Life, 
which makes them chearful in the Pof{fion of it, 
and ealy 11 refigning it, A pretended Contempt 
Life, tho’ it may carry in it an Air of Philofo- 
phy, 1s both unnatural and arrogant, as a follici 
ous Fondnefs of it 1s painful and irrational. 


oe ae oe q 
There ts, befides, this Advantage in the fted- 


fait Contemplation of a future Being, that it makes 
+: - TX ‘ i f ak (i. . 

Pofeatielt white it lafts a more uniform and con- 
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hitent Phing. A Man that has this one Point in 





view, 1s not wavering, and di 
riety of Purfuits, nor Weare epeated 
appointments ss «6 Po regard the End of every Thire 
wil lead him thro’ a: ny Diticulties, and i a Rule 
for his Conduct in many doubtful Emergencies, [¢ 
will teach him what to choofe, and what to 
as it faycues or oppotes his princi ipal Defigt 
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To fill up this little Circle of Being worthily 
and to be able to live a great deal ina hee ke 
Space of Time, nothing woud be of Sreater Ufe 
than frequently to ask out felves, Wha we are 
doing 2 fit leait, if this will not pee. pt us to do 
Good, it will very often hinder us from do; ne Ill, 


Sir Antoun WimBLETON, who, as I have if 
forn’d my Readers, delights. much in Fables and 
Apologuc s, which convey moral ‘Truth in a more 
lively Manner to the Mind, than can be done by 
— Precepts and Reafoning, pointed out - me 
the other Loe a very proper Sti ory In the TurkifD 
Tales, to the Purp< fe of what L have laft mentio nd, 
with which I fhail conclude this Paper. 


A certain King of Tart. try Going a Progrels w ith 
ii 


¢ his Nobles, was met on the Way by a Derwije 


‘ who cry’d out with a loud Voice, 7 
< 


ho: ver acill 
give me an hunared Preces of Coin, L wll sive him 
© a Piece o Avice The Ka ng had a Curiofi ty to 
¢ know iy he soeue. and orderd him the Sum 
‘he demanded. The Dervi/e faid, Bega norhine, of 
Sahich thou haft not well confid: va the End. : 
‘The Nobles, upon hearing this plain Sent tence, 
¢ fmil’d, and faid the Derw:/? was well paid tor 
‘Maxim. The King rep ‘ov'd them, and was { 
© well faristy ‘dw ith the Anfwer, that 2t nis Re 
© turn he order’d the Words to be writte a in Lote 
‘ters of Goid in feveral Plices about his Paiace, 
‘ and to be engraven on all his Plate. Not long 
‘ after, a Conipiracy was form’d by forae of. his 
‘ Courtiers, and the King’s Surgcon’s undertook, 
‘upon the Promife of a ¢ ‘reat Rew rd, | to take 
‘ away the Life of his Matter by Means of a poi- 
¢ fon’d Lancet, which he prepar’d, ‘and wore pri- 
¢ vately in his Turban for that Parpofe. The king 
‘ina little time wanted to be a Blood, and the 
‘ Surgeon attended him as ufual. He bound the 
‘ King’s Arm, «nd was juik going to ice him, 
¢‘ when cafting his Eye on the Balor n, he read the 
¢ W ords, Be g? 2 2 ot: i) Me, of anhich thor I, . not vell 


© 


© confide: od t he Fad Ye immediately {tarted, “id 
paufing for a fhort Space, convey’d away the 
« Lancet, and drew our anoth er, gi he King ob- 


¢ ferw’d it, and ask’d him the Reafon. The Surgeon 
‘ wasina Contufion, and f. alling proftrate on his 
© Face, confefs'd the who! ie Truth, “and was pardond. 
. The ref{t of the > Con c i?! irators were put to De sath. 

‘ The King at the a time orde rd diligent 
¢ Search to be made for the Phe EM who turning 


. 1 1 I. a 
© to his Courtiers who had rd his AG with 
Be a 1 1 " ’ = PeTTe se P / s2nt fry ’ 
$ Contempt, told them, That Cusale coid nor be 
eS H “ae ie BL 7 ee 
© much v ta, % rhad far fs / 
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